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Abstract of Disclosure 

The invention relates to a method for the attachment of a functional ele- 
ment having a head end and optionally a shaft part, in particular a fas- 
tener element, to a sheet metal part, optionally in liquid-tight and/ or gas- 
tight form, wherein the functional element is pressed against the sheet 
metal part supported by a die button having a shaping space and sheet 
metal material is pressed by means of at least one movably mounted 
shaped part and by a radially inwardly directed movement of the shaped 
part into an undercut of a functional element, with the shaped paxt(s) 
forming a respective wall region of the shaping space, characterized in 
that the or each shaped part is prevented from a radially inwardly directed 
movement so long until the sheet metal material is drawn by the head end 
of the functional element into the shaping space for the formation of a 
pronounced recess at least largely surrounding the head end and is only 
then released for the radial movement for the pressing of the sheet metal 
material into the undercut. 
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(57) Abstract: The inventive method consists in pressing a functional element with a head end and optionally a shank part, especially 
a fixing element, against a piece made of sheet metal, optionally in a liquid-tight or gas-tight form, said functionally element being 
pressed against the sheet metal piece which is supported by a die having a deformation space. The sheet metal material is pressed, 
by means of at least one displaceably mounted forming part of the die forming a wall area of the deformation area, as a result of the 
movement of the forming part which is directed in a radiaUy inward manner into an undercut of the functional element The forming 
part(s) is/aie prevented from being displaced in a radially inward manner until the sheet of metal is pressed through the head end of 
the functional element into the deformation space in order to form a clear cavity, which at least substantially encompasses the head 
end, and is/are only then released for radial displacement so that the sheet of metal can be pressed into the undercut. 

(57) Zusammenfassung: Die Erfindung betriflft ein Veifahren zur Anbringung eines Funktionselementes mit einem Kopfende und 
ggf. einem Schaftteil, insbesondere eines Befestigungselementes, an ein Blechteil ggf- in fliissigkeits- und/oder gasdichter Form, 
wobei das Funktionselement gegen das durch eine, einen Umformraum aufweisende Matiize abgestiitzte Blechteil gepresst und 
Blechmaterial mittels wenigstens eines beweglich gelagerten Formteils der Matrize, das einen Wandbereich des Umformraums bil- 
det, durch eine radial nach innen gerichtete Bewegung des Formteils in eine Hinterschneidung des Funktionselementes gedrttckt 
wird, wobei das Formteil bzw. die Formteile solange an der radial nach innen geiichteten Bewegung gehindert wild bzw. wer- 
den, bis das Blechmaterial durch das Kopfende des Funktionselementes in den Umformraum zur Ausbildung einer deutlichen, das 
Kopfende mindestens weitgehend umschliessenden Vertiefung gezogen ist und erst dann fUr die radiale Bewegung zum Drttcken des 
Blechmaterial s in die Hinterschneidung freigegeben wird bzw. werden. 



